As mandated by the Virginia General Assembly, the Department of Taxation (“TAX”) is conducting a study of the fiscal impact of the Retail Sales and Use Tax exemptions authorized by subdivisions 10 and 13 of Va. Code § 58.1-609.10, which exempt the following:

10.  Wheelchairs and parts therefor, braces, crutches, prosthetic devices, orthopedic appliances, catheters, urinary accessories, other durable medical equipment and devices, and related parts and supplies specifically designed for those products; and insulin and insulin syringes, and equipment, devices or chemical reagents that may be used by a diabetic to test or monitor blood or urine, when such items or parts are purchased by or on behalf of an individual for use by such individual.  Durable medical equipment is equipment that (i) can withstand repeated use, (ii) is primarily and customarily used to serve a medical purpose, (iii) generally is not useful to a person in the absence of illness or injury, and (iv) is appropriate for use in the home.
13.  Special typewriters and computers and related parts and supplies specifically designed for those products used by handicapped persons to communicate when such equipment is prescribed by a licensed physician.
Pursuant to Va. Code § 58.1-601(b), we respectfully request that you complete, to the best of your ability, the attached questionnaire.  
Your response will only be used for purposes of this study, and will be considered confidential taxpayer information.  Pursuant to Va. Code § 58.1-3, responses will be aggregated and no information will be released with respect to individual responses.  The data you provide will be used for revenue estimating purposes only and will not be made available to auditors.  

If you have any questions, please contact:

Joshua Silverman

Phone: (804) 371-5708

Fax: (804) 371-2355

Joshua.Silverman@tax.virginia.gov
Please return the survey form in the enclosed envelope or via fax by June 21, 2010 to:

Joshua Silverman

Virginia Department of Taxation

Post Office Box 27185

Richmond, Virginia  23261-7185

If you prefer to answer electronically, you can find the survey on TAX’s website under the Publications page (http://www.tax.virginia.gov/site.cfm?alias=Surveys).  Click on “Surveys Currently Being Conducted,” download and complete the form and email it to the address above. 
1. Please provide the name of the supplier and the name, title, address, phone number, and FAX number of the person completing this survey.
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2. For the last five (5) calendar or fiscal years (or the last five years available), please provide the total dollar amount of durable medical equipment sold exempt of Retail Sales and Use Tax in Virginia.  Do not include hearing aids, eyeglasses or contact lenses among the equipment sold.  These items are covered under another exemption.  Some examples of durable medical equipment include wheelchairs, braces, crutches, prosthetic devices, orthopedic appliances, catheters, urinary accessories, insulin, and insulin syringes.  If exact figures are not available, then please provide an estimated amount.

	Please check one:
__Calendar Year  __Fiscal Year
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	All Durable Medical Equipment
	
	
	
	
	


3. For the last five (5) calendar or fiscal years (or the last five years available), please provide the total dollar amount of the communication equipment for use by handicapped persons sold exempt of Retail Sales and Use Tax in Virginia.  This is a subset of durable medical equipment.  If exact figures are not available, then provide an estimated amount.  Examples include typewriters, computers, voice prosthetics, and personal optical scanners.  
	Please check one:

__Calendar Year  __Fiscal Year
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Communication Equipment for Handicapped Persons
	
	
	
	
	


